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16/02/10

Senator A Maclean

Minister for Economic Development

Liberation Place

St Helier

Jersey

JE3 6JN

The Future of Jersey Harbours Marina Developments

Dear Senator Maclean

My Committee has now considered your letter dated 1st February 2010 and I am writing to convey our initial reactions and to seek further information, to help us understand the new approach that you have instigated.

We welcome the suspension of plans to flood the old harbours, which, as you know, have been met with strong reactions from the owners moored there and others concerned about loss of heritage etc.  However the suspension of all current plans will have the unwanted effect of impairing the ability of Harbours to increase revenue this year, in particular by the creation of 50+ new berths in St Helier marina – a revenue source badly needed by the Treasury Minister.

We are also disappointed at the proposed demise of the MLGG, which comprises of a wide range of parties interested in the development of the marine leisure industry in the Island, not just marina development in the 'East of Albert' area.  Planned coordination is necessary to ensure that funding is prioritised and directed productively for the development of improved facilities elsewhere, such as Gorey and St Catherines, possibly including a new marina outside the confines of St Helier harbour.  We believe the MLGG can continue to fulfil a useful consultative role and we hope that you might reconsider its retention.

The MDG appears to have a much narrower remit and make up and we question how the marine leisure industry's wider interests in the East of Albert land, including car parking, facilities blocks, traders' units hoists & the boat park will be fed into the Board.

We note that options put forward by the MDG will be commercially evaluated by the East of Albert Project Board, but would be concerned if that Board was empowered to veto or make significant changes to such options.  Generally, marinas do not make money and the profit comes from surrounding development.  We would wish to avoid the mistakes of Elizabeth marina, where Harbours own none of the surrounding land on which to provide even basic facilities to owners, whilst the development gain has been handed over to WEB and invested elsewhere.

I am sure it would help our understanding of the process, if you could arrange to let me have copies of the Terms of Reference for the MDG and the East of Albert Project Board, together with the Board's current membership and an outline of the decision-making process under the new structure.  I also look forward to receiving details of the first meeting and the name of the Chair.

Yours sincerely

Mike Stevens

Chairman
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