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ST. HELIER BOAT-OWNERS ASSOCIATION


Please reply to:

P G Donne Davis

Hon. Secretary

Copy                          Maison des Courts Champs

La Rue des Courts Champs

St John  JE3 4FD

Tel: 01534 863765

Email: p.donnedavis@jerseymail.co.uk
Website: www.sthboa.co.uk

21/01/2010

Capt. H Le Cornu

Harbourmaster & Chief Executive

Jersey Harbours

Maritime House

La Route du Port Elizabeth

St Helier

Jersey

JE1 1HB

Old Harbour Concept Plan

Dear Howard

As you will be aware, consideration of a proposition against any loss of drying moorings in the old harbour was deferred at our AGM in December, to allow members to reach a better informed decision by attending the Harbour's presentation of the latest version of the concepts on the 14th December.

I am sure it will therefore come as no surprise that when the proposition was put to the reconvened AGM on Monday 18th January, it was carried overwhelmingly by 114 votes in favour with just 2 against.

I would point out that this show of support for retention of the old harbour is the latest of a series: your 2008 survey (see page 6 of the report); the vote at St Helier Yacht Club's 2009 AGM; the show of hands after the presentation at the Albert Terminal and the survey of Association & Yacht Clubs' members earlier this month. There was a strong sense of frustration at our meeting that Harbours are simply not listening to their customers, but pursuing their own agenda under pressure from WEB and calls were made for members to start lobbying politicians on the issue.

I therefore respectfully suggest that all ideas of 'ponding' the old harbours should be abandoned and focus turned instead to improving the area by removing the many unused & derelict boats, dredging the mud and reorganising the moorings so as to accommodate more boats and thereby shorten the waiting list and increase Harbours' revenue – quick fixes without significant capital expenditure.

My Committee and I would welcome the opportunity to provide assistance in achieving improvements along these lines and, of course, we remain committed to participation in the Marine Leisure Growth Group.

Yours sincerely

Mike Stevens

Chairman

P. S. 
Text of the Proposition:

‘To approve a proposition that the members of the St. Helier Boat Owners’ Association are opposed to any proposal for the loss of the Drying Harbour, (Old Harbour, French & English Harbours), and that the members direct the Chairman, on behalf of the Association, to make known this decision to the Jersey Harbours department and other relevant authorities.’

cc
Senator A Maclean, Economic Development Minister



Senator P Routier, Assistant Minister, Economic Development



Myra Shacklady, Commercial Director, Jersey Harbours



S Izzat, Managing Director, Waterfront Enterprise Board

Chairman: Mike Stevens (Tel. 853233)
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